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band; who lived in the country^ had a pack of
hounds, and was described as a count in every
contract he made.

JUL. They know life better in Paris,, in those
houses one remembers so well. What pleasant
places. Madam, are the Hotels de Mouhy, de Lyon,
de Hollande !

THE C. True, there is a great deal of difference between
those places and what we have here. There, one
meets with good society, which makes a point of pay-
ing you all the compliments you could desire. There
is no need to rise from one's seat, unless one wishes;
and, whether it is the grand ballet of Psyche, or the
review, punctual service is the same everywhere.

JUL. I understand, Madam, that, during your stay in
Paris, you made many conquests of people of
rank.

THE C. You are not far wrong. Madam, in believing
that all who called themselves court gallants
did not fail to visit me, and talk with me; their
notes, which are safely in my desk, show what pro-
posals I have refused. It is not necessary to tell
you their names : you know whom I mean when I
speak of habitues of the court.

JUL. I tastonishes me, Madam, that, from the altitude
of these great names, whose rank I imagine, you
have been able to descend to a Monsieur Tibaudier,
councillor, and to a Monsieur Harpin, receiver of
taxes. I must confess the fall is great. As for
your viscount, although he is only a provincial
viscount, still, he is a viscount, and he can go to
Paris, if he has not already been there; but a
councillor, a receiver, are somewhat shady lovers
for so great a countess as you are.

THE C. One needs such people in the provinces : they
are useful; at the least they serve to fill up the
blank caused by being away from fashionable
society and add to the number of one's suitors. It
is just as well, Madam, not to let one lover have